WORLD HISTORY THEMES/ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

History is the story of events and ideas of the past, but is also a window into the mysteries of human behavior.  Throughout history, humans in different times and places have been driven by similar desires and forces, confronted similar obstacles, struggled to achieve similar goals, and strived to better themselves and the world around them.  Several recurring themes appear to explain many of the world’s events over time.

HUMAN RIGHTS/FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

The notion of natural human rights is the backbone of democratic principles, traced from the earliest political and religious thinkers.  A people’s approach to human rights is an essential component of their society and government system, and will dictate who holds the power to make decisions for the society.  Understanding different perspectives on human rights is helpful to explaining differences among peoples and nations over time.

1.
Do all peoples share an interest in human rights, regardless of culture, religion, etc.?

2.
What do people want from a government? 

          (What form of government is preferable to serve basic human rights/needs/desires?)

3.
Why do governments survive or not? 

         (Who holds power in society? Who should hold power?)

4.
Is a democratic form of government the answer for all peoples?

  (If democracy is preferable, why are there dictatorships?)

5.
What are the limitations of democracy?  Why do democratic governments violate human

          rights?  What is the proper balance?  

ECONOMICS (& ENVIRONMENT)

Economics is, at its basic essence, about physical survival in one’s surroundings.  Issues concern how humans use limited resources (land, water, energy, etc.) in the environment to satisfy their needs.  As use of resources threatens public health, the environment and the future availability of resources, the economic equation must be adapted.

6.
Is capitalism appropriate for all peoples/cultures?  Is capitalism essential to the success of

         democratic principles and government?

7.
How do the environment and natural resources impact economic power?

8.
What has been the relationship between economic “progress” and the environment?

9.
Is political power a function of or eclipsed by economic power?  

RELIGION/CULTURE/SOCIAL INTERACTION

Throughout history, human cultures and societies have interacted in peaceful or aggressive ways, motivated by economic, religious, or political ideas.  Understanding a people’s cultural, religious and social foundations is essential to explaining the actions of social and governmental actions.

10.
How do religion and culture influence and/or help explain local and international 

         interactions/conflicts?

11.
What might motivate one society/nation to want to control another?

   12.
Is isolation ever an appropriate/wise choice?
CONFLICT (War & Peace)

Military conflict is as old as history itself.  Many societies have sought conflict, while others have strongly resisted it.  The desire for power and political control over others is matched against the resistance from those seeking independence from foreign control. As technological “advances” make it easier for splinter groups to commit violent acts, understanding a people’s underlying motivations for armed struggle is essential to explaining the continued prospects for conflict and peace.

13.
Why do not all peoples/countries peacefully co-exist? 

          (Why is there conflict?  Why is there genocide/cruelty?)

14.
Is self-determination essential to international co-existence?

15.
How should decisions among nations be made?

LEADERSHIP/RESPONSIBILITY

History is a study of the individuals that conceive new thoughts and encourage and foment action in new directions, for better or worse.  The vision and courage of a single leader can change the course of a society, if not the world.  Understanding people’s reactions to leaders, and appreciating the responsibility of every individual to use his or her talents to better the world is the ultimate lesson of any study of the roots of and prospects for addressing current problems.

16.
How do individuals influence history?  Do individuals have a responsibility to act? (Do 

         artists, writers & musicians have a real and lasting influence?)

17.
Is it the responsibility of democratic nations to bring about democracy in the world?  

         (Does this conflict with the notion of self-determination?)

18.
Is it the responsibility of the world’s wealthier nations to help eradicate problems

         faced by poorer nations?

19. What can you do to make the world a better place?

